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When God saw what they did and how they 
turned from their evil ways, he relented and did 
not bring on them the destruction he had 
threatened.

But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he 
became angry. 

Jonah 3:10-4:1
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He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, 
when I was still at home? That is what I tried to 
forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are 
a gracious and compassionate God, slow to 
anger and abounding in love, a God who relents 
from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my 
life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”

4 But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?”

Jonah 4
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Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the 
city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and 
waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the 
Lord God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over 
Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, 
and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn 
the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the 
plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God 
provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on 
Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and 
said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.”

Jonah 4
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But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry 
about the plant?”

“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.”

10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about 
this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It 
sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I 
not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which 
there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand 
people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—
and also many animals?”

Jonah 4
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1. It is impossible to succeed in running away 
from God. 

2. There is no limit to what God can use to get 
our attention. 

3. Failure does not disqualify a person from God’s 
service.  

4. Disobedience to God creates turmoil in the life 
of a believer. 

5. Patriotism should never stand between a 
believer and the plan of God.

5 things we can all learn 
from Jonah
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What happens to Nineveh 
and Jonah happens 

because of what God is like.
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If you have any encouragement from being 
united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 
any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own interests 
but each of you to the interests of the others.

Philippians 2:1-4
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Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so 
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure.

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you 
may be blameless and innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding 
fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be 
proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.

Philippians 2:12-16
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If then you have been raised with Christ, seek 
the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also 
will appear with him in glory.

Colossians 3:1-4
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Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: 
sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On 
account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 
In these you too once walked, when you were 
living in them. 8 But now you must put them all 
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
obscene talk from your mouth.

Colossians 3:5-8
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Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have 
put off the old self with its practices 10 and 
have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge after the image of its 
creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

Colossians 3:9-11
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Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one 
another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace 
of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body. And be thankful.

Colossians 3:12-15
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Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him.

Colossians 3:16-17
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