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History maker — righteous

History major — self-righteous



History maker — faithful 

History major — faithless



Proverbs 25:19

Like a broken tooth or a lame foot

    is reliance on the unfaithful in a time of trouble.



Proverbs 25:28

Like a city whose walls are broken through

    is a person who lacks self-control.



Psalm 25:1-3

In you, Lord my God, I put my trust.

I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let 
my enemies triumph over me.

No one who hopes in you will ever be put to 
shame, but shame will come on those who are 
treacherous without cause.



• treacherous - to act or deal treacherously, 
faithlessly, deceitfully, offend

• without cause - in vain  
(no redemptive purpose) 

• Translation: faithless people offend needlessly



History maker — builds up

History major — tears down



Nehemiah 1:1-2
The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah.

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the 
twentieth year, as I was in Susa the citadel, 2 that 
Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men 
from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews 
who escaped, who had survived the exile, and 
concerning Jerusalem. 



Nehemiah 1:3-4
And they said to me, “The remnant there in the 
province who had survived the exile is in great 
trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.”

As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept 
and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and 
praying before the God of heaven.



Nehemiah 2:17

Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, 
how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. 
Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we 
may no longer suffer derision.”



Nehemiah 4:1-3
Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the 
wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered 
at the Jews. And he said in the presence of his 
brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are these 
feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? 
Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will 
they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and 
burned ones at that?” Tobiah the Ammonite was beside 
him, and he said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox 
goes up on it he will break down their stone wall!”



Questions of derision
1. What can the weak do? (“What are these feeble Jews doing?”)

2. Will the weak do the work? (“Will they restore it for themselves?”)

3. Will the weak pay the price? (“Will they sacrifice?”)

4. Will the weak finish in time? (“Will they finish up in a day?”)

5. Will the weak build with what’s left? (“Will they revive the stones 
out of the heaps of the rubbish, and burned ones at that?”)

6. Will the weak build well? (“What they are building, if a fox goes 
up on it he will break down their stone wall!”)



History maker — builds 
walls of safety

History major — builds 
walls of exclusion



Nehemiah 4:16-18

From that day on, half of my men did the work, 
while the other half were equipped with spears, 
shields, bows and armor. The officers posted 
themselves behind all the people of Judah who 
were building the wall. Those who carried materials 
did their work with one hand and held a weapon in 
the other, and each of the builders wore his sword 
at his side as he worked. 



Psalm 25:20-21

Guard my life and rescue me;

    do not let me be put to shame,

    for I take refuge in you.

May integrity and uprightness protect me,

    because my hope, Lord, is in you.



History maker — multiplication

History major — division



Ephesians 2:11-14
Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by 
birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves 
“the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human 
hands)— remember that at that time you were separate from 
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to 
the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God 
in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups 
one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 
hostility.
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Ephesians 2:19

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people 
and also members of his household.



Isaiah 25:16-17a (ESV)

Therefore thus says the Lord God,

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion,

    a stone, a tested stone,

a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation:

    ‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’

17 And I will make justice the line,

    and righteousness the plumb line …”



History maker — restores

History major — takes away



Isaiah 58:6

Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice

    and untie the cords of the yoke,

to set the oppressed free

    and break every yoke?



Isaiah 58:9

Then you will call, and the Lord will answer;

    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.

If you do away with the yoke of oppression,

    with the pointing finger and malicious talk,



Isaiah 58:10

and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry

    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,

then your light will rise in the darkness,

    and your night will become like the noonday.



Isaiah 58:11

The Lord will guide you always;

    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land

    and will strengthen your frame.

You will be like a well-watered garden,

    like a spring whose waters never fail.



Isaiah 58:12

Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins

    and will raise up the age-old foundations;

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,

    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.



Isaiah 60:18
No longer will violence be heard in your land,

    nor ruin or destruction within your borders,

but you will call your walls Salvation

    and your gates Praise.



Zechariah 2:4-5

Jerusalem shall be inhabited as villages without 
walls, because of the multitude of people and 
livestock in it. And I will be to her a wall of fire all 
around, declares the Lord, and I will be the glory in 
her midst.



Restoration is a fight



Ephesians 6:10-13
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can 
take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put 
on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 
after you have done everything, to stand.
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1 Peter 1:14-18
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and 
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the 
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield 
of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.
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Questions of destiny
1. What can we do? (Phil 4:13)

2. Will we do the work? (Eph 2:10; Luke 9:62)

3. Will we pay the price? (Rom 12:1)

4. Will we finish in time? (Eph 5:16)

5. Will trust God to provide? (Joel 2:25)

6. Will we build well? (John 15:16; 1 Cor 9:25)


